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At our Harvest Dinner last weekend I shared with you that gratitude is the 

aftertaste of savoring God and delighting in His Word. In other words, 

gratitude is a disposition in a believer’s life in response to tasting the 

goodness of God and being transformed by His grace. This has been a 

growing passion for me as I have been praying for you, pleading with God to 

bless you with a growing delight in God and His Word (Jeremiah 15:16;       

1 Thessalonians 1:6).  

 

As we take delight in who God is and what He has said, it produces in us a 

disposition of deep gratitude. Thanksgiving then, is simply the outward 

expression of our inward gratitude.  

 

This morning I will be working from the same concept that gratitude is the 

aftertaste of savoring God and delighting in His Word.  But I’m going to 

say it differently this morning. Gratitude is the overflow of a Godward life.  

 

If you are going westward/eastward/southward/northward, which direction 

are you going? If you are moving Godward, which direction are you going? 

 

This morning I want you to see the incredible value of a Godward life in 

Luke 12.  

 

But before we dig into vs. 13-34, I want you to get a feel for the context. In 

vs. 1-12 Jesus has been doing some pretty serious teaching. In essence, He 

has been exhorting His followers to walk in the fear of God rather than 

allowing their lives to be controlled by the fear of man. For example, in 

verses 4-9 Jesus says, “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those 

who kill the body and after that have no more that they can do. But I will 

warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority 

to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! Are not five sparrows sold for two 

cents? Yet not one of them is forgotten before God. Indeed, the very hairs of 

your head are all numbered. Do not fear; you are more valuable than many 

sparrows. “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son 

of Man will confess him also before the angels of God; but he who denies Me 

before men will be denied before the angels of God.”  

 

In the middle of this weighty sermon that Jesus is preaching, someone from 

the crowd interrupts Jesus to make, what he thinks, is a really important 

request, “Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the family inheritance with me.” But He said to him, “Man, who 

appointed Me a judge or arbitrator over you?” Then He said to them, 

“Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even 

when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.”         

(vs. 13-15) 

 

The first advantage of a Godward life is… 

 

1. A Godward life guards against greed (vs. 13-15). 

 

I don’t know if this man had a legal right to more of the inheritance 

than he was getting, but it didn’t seem to matter to Jesus. Jesus was 

not concerned about the legal aspects or even the fairness of how the 

inheritance was divided. Jesus went straight for the heart because 

that’s always what matters most.  

 

He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against every form 

of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life 

consist of his possessions.”  

 

Jesus said that we are to constantly be on the lookout, guarding 

ourselves against every possible form of greed. And the reason He 

gives is that even when you have an abundance of things, it doesn’t 

add to the ultimate value or quality of your life. Oh, your life may be 

easier or harder based on how much you have, but your true quality 

of life is what it will be when you stand before God void of all your 

possessions. Contentment is not based on what you have, but the 

attitude of your heart.  

 

So what does this teaching have to do with thanksgiving? Greed is 

the very opposite of gratitude. If you are going to live a life of 



gratitude, you must build a wall of defense against greed. The reason 

Jesus tells us to beware is because greed is so powerful and yet it 

comes to us so subtly. The best way to protect your heart is to make 

sure that you are preoccupied with living your life in a Godward 

direction so that your life is not merely consumed with earthly 

things. A Godward life is free of greed and full of gratitude.  

 

2. A Godward life guards against a self-driven life (16-21). 

 

Jesus’ warning against greed is brought to life in a parable he tells in 

verses 16 – 21, “And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a 

rich man was very productive. And he began reasoning to himself, 

saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 

Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and 

build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for 

many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ But 

God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of 

you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’ So is the man 

who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”  

 

There’s a life principle in vs. 20-21:  

Foolish is the man who stores up treasures for himself, and is not 

rich toward God. 

There’s nothing intrinsically wrong with having wealth. Wealth itself 

is not bad. But what you do with wealth will be a major test of your 

heart. The Bible teaches us to save but not hoard, which means that 

in the kingdom of God we are expected to be good stewards but not 

dominated by our possessions. Trusting in riches “prevents trust in 

God.”
1
 

I Timothy 6:17 makes the matter clear: “Instruct those who are rich 

in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on God who richly supplies us with all 

things to enjoy.” 

 

                                                           
1
 Leon Morris, p. 216 (Tyndale commentary) 

Our perspective is far more important than our possessions. Is the 

focal point of your life your retirement or eternity? Is your goal to be 

rich in this temporal life or rich toward God? Jesus says it is the fool 

who stores up riches for himself and yet is not rich toward God. 

 

So what went wrong in this rich farmer’s life? His heart was earth-

bound rather than God-ward. The trouble begins in vs. 17 when “he 

began reasoning to himself.” Notice the two competing voices in this 

parable: 

� The voice of the self-driven life: “and he began reasoning to 

himself” (vs. 17) 

� The voice of a Godward life: “But God said…(vs. 20).  

Which voice are you listening to as the dominant voice in your life?  

 

Too many of us are living our lives like this man—oh, we may not 

be building bigger barns or renting larger storage units. We may not 

have the appearance of being dangerously wealthy, but we live our 

lives on the basis of reasoning to ourselves—just following the 

natural inclinations of our hearts rather than listening to the voice of 

God through the word of God in order to live according to the 

wisdom of God as though we are truly members of the kingdom of 

God.  

 

A Godward life will set you free from the disappointment of an 

earthbound, self-driven life. Foolish is the man who stores up 

treasures for himself and is not rich toward God. But blessed is the 

man who stores up treasures in heaven and is rich toward God.  

 

So what does this have to do with thanksgiving? A self-centered, 

self-driven life never leads to gratitude, but a life rich toward God 

will overflow with gratitude.  

 

3. A Godward life guards against worry (vs. 22-28).  

 

Worry is an unhealthy preoccupation with something. It is a 

condition that results from factoring God out of the equation of our 



lives. But if you are rich toward God, you can live in the confidence 

of His care for you.  

 

There is a double-edge sword that Jesus is warning us about in Luke 

12. One edge of the sword is the sin of greed which involves trusting 

or loving something other than God. This blade destroys our lives 

through self-indulgence. Greed is not just about money or 

possessions. Greed involves anything our hearts crave excessively 

(food, clothing, money, entertainment, etc.). The other side of the 

sword is the sin of worry, or not trusting God to provide what we 

need. This blade wounds us with the fear of lacking what we will 

need. 

 

Your life is not just about the physical or the material. You were 

created for a relationship with the Creator of the universe. That 

means that when you live a Godward life of faith, trusting God to 

meet your needs, loving God by living your life toward Him, and 

overflowing with gratitude because of God’s grace toward you, your 

basic necessities are the last thing you need to worry about. The only 

time we have to be concerned about our basic necessities is when 

we are living our lives independently of God.  

 

Illus: Imagine a home with a number of large cages filled with birds. 

And these cages are surrounded by a jungle of exotic plants to create 

a seemingly natural environment for the birds. The plants are not 

only meticulously fertilized and watered but they have special lights 

to make them flourish. The birds are regularly groomed, given shots, 

and fed organically. There are also several children in the house. But 

suddenly the only bread-winning parent in the house loses his job 

and the fight for financial survival has begun.  

 

Tell me which is going to happen first? Will the children go to 

school without breakfast and in dirty clothes?  Or, are the extra lights 

going to be turned off over the flowers, the plants reduced to a diet of 

water and the birds given up for adoption? There’s only one sane 

answer.  

 

If you are a child of God and He is still feeding the ravens, which 

were considered unclean birds (Lev. 11:15); and He is still providing 

for the lilies, which only last a season, then will He not continue to 

meet your needs as you trust in Him?  

 

It is absolute insanity to live in a world surrounded by physical 

evidence of God’s bountiful sustenance for all of creation and worry 

that He will not provide for His own children. That does not mean 

that we will not suffer when we squander what God has given us. 

And it does not mean that at times God won’t bless us with leanness. 

But when He does, it is out of His heart of love to protect us and 

teach us to truly trust in His sufficiency.  

 

So what does this have to do with thanksgiving?  

Gratitude combats worry. Thanksgiving is the artillery that 

overthrows the enemy of fear and establishes the reign of faith.  

 

A Godward life guards against worry. 

 

4. A Godward life guarantees God’s provision (29-31). 

 

Here we have another life principle in the form of a promise (vs. 31): 

“Seek first His kingdom and all these things will be added to you.”  

Jesus is painting a picture of a true disciple’s life. The rest of the 

world is preoccupied with self-preservation. Their focus is pursuing 

their basic necessities of food and clothing (remember this is an era 

when you had to raise and butcher your own meat and make your 

own clothes—most of life was spent on survival, not success). This 

was a tremendous source of stress for people who were trying to 

survive on their own independently of God. 

  

But Jesus calls us to set our interests on the things of God. And when 

we do, we have the promise of God’s provision for us.  

 

There are two kingdoms that you must choose between. There’s the 

kingdom of this world in which you must do your best to survive on 



your own independently of God. And when you get to the end of this 

life you go into eternity without God. Or you may choose the 

kingdom of God, which requires you to come under the rule and 

reign of its King, the Lord Jesus. In the kingdom of God you will 

have to face the opposition of the kingdom of the world which is 

under Satan’s power. But God has promised that He will meet your 

needs as you seek to please Him. And when you get to the end of this 

life, you will enter your eternal reward in the presence of Jesus who 

will demonstrate His ultimate defeat of sin, death, hell, and evil.  
 

There are only two kingdoms and no middle ground. Which kingdom 

do you belong to? Everyone begins life in the kingdom of the world, 

separated from God. And the only way for you to be transferred to 

the Kingdom of God is to shift your allegiance to Christ by repenting 

of your rebellious and sinful independence. That means that there is 

a distinctive border line that you must cross, forsaking the kingdom 

of sin and self, and joyfully welcoming the reign of Christ whose 

death paid the penalty for our treason against the Creator.  
 

Romans 10:9-10 — “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 

shall be saved. For with the heart a person believes, resulting in 

righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses resulting in 

salvation.”  
 

So what does this have to do with Thanksgiving? Experiencing 

God’s provision leads to gratitude, and there is no provision that 

produces deeper gratitude than God’s saving grace. When a person 

turns to Christ and is rescued from sin’s condemnation, his/her life 

will be marked with gratitude.   
 

5. A Godward life gives toward greater reward (32-34). 
 

Do you understand what a privilege it is to have been granted a place 

in the kingdom of God? Your eternal inheritance is guaranteed if you 

are united with Christ, and you are free to spend your earthly 

resources on kingdom interests. You don’t need anything of earthly 

value left at the end of this life because the life you take into eternity 

does not consist of possessions (vs. 15). 
 

If your goal is to be rich toward God, then you are free to give and 

share your earthly resources without posing any threat to your 

gratitude or joy. Every time you give out of loyalty to God’s 

kingdom ways, you make an investment in the greater reward of 

your eternal inheritance. In verse 33 Jesus says…“Sell your 

possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which 

do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 

comes near nor moth destroys.” 
 

Remember, this passage began with someone fretting over not 

getting as much of the family inheritance as he wanted. Jesus’ initial 

response was to guard your heart against greed, and His final 

conclusion is that it would be better for you to give more than 

attempt to get more. Why? The answer is found in vs. 34, our final 

life principle:  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.”  
 

If your life is about stockpiling treasures on this earth, then your 

heart is bound to this earth. But if you are free to expend your earthly 

treasures for the sake of God’s kingdom, then it reveals that heaven 

is where your heart is.  
 

So what does giving have to do with thanksgiving? Giving is the 

opposite of greed, which keeps us from gratitude. You will have a 

greater level of contentment, joy and gratitude through a Godward 

life of giving than a self-ward life of keeping. 
 

Let’s do more than just be thankful for what we have this year. Let’s 

embrace a Godward life that frees us from the empty pursuit of greed and 

the self-driven life of worry. No matter what your lot in life is, you can be 

rich toward God. 

 

May God bless you with the overflowing gratitude of a Godward life.  

May God grant you the blessing of contentment, the joy of generosity and 

the gratitude of a life rich toward God as you treasure Christ.  


